Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.020 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.103; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.1.
In the planar (r.m.s. deviation = 0.027 Å ) title compound, [Hg(C 7 H 5 O 2 )Cl], the Hg II atom shows a typical linear coordination by a C atom of the benzene ring and a Cl atom. Intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds are present in the crystal structure, resulting in chains propagating along the b axis. The crystal studied was a non-merohedral twin, with a twin ratio of 0.802 (2):0.198 (2).
Related literature
For general background to the use of cyclometallated compounds in synthesis, catalysis and materials, see: Gruter et al. (1995) ; Dupont et al. (2005) . For related structures and the synthesis of related cyclomercurated compounds, see: Xu et al. (2009) . For the preparation of cyclomercurated compounds, see: Ryabov et al. (2003) ; Wu et al. (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Hg(C 7 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL and PLATON (Spek, 2009) .
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: HB5153). Cyclometallated compounds have attracted much research interest owing to theirs utility in synthesis, catalysis and materials (Gruter et al., 1995; Dupont et al., 2005) . Among them, cyclomercurated compounds are easy to prepare through a C-H activation process and are stable but reasonably reactive (Wu et al., 2001; Ryabov et al., 2003) .
Structure Reports Online
In the planar title compound (Fig. 1) , the mercury(II) atom shows a typical linear coordination geometry with a carbon atom of the benzene ring and the chloride atom in trans position. O2-Hg1 distance (3.047 (2) Å) is much longer than those of the related Hg(II) complex (Xu et al., 2009 ). The C-Hg and Hg-Cl bond distances are within normal ranges. The C3-Hg1-Cl1 angle is 179.1 (4) °. Intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds are present in the crystal structure (Table 1) , resulting in a one-dimensional supramolecular architecture (Fig.2 ).
Experimental
The title compound was prepared from the p-hydroxybenzaldehyde with Hg(OAc) 2 and subsequent treatment with LiCl and recrystallized from dichloromethane-petroleum ether solution at room temperature to give (I) as colorless crystals suitable for single-crystal X-ray diffraction. The structure is a non-merohdral twin. The twin law, as given by PLATON (Spek, 2009) , is (-1 0 0, 0 -1 0, 2 0 1), which lowered the R1 index from 0.116 to 0.039. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
Refinement
supplementary materials sup-2 
